chapter XXIV
THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS
A
 POLITE and pleasant Filipino turned over the pages of
my passport in the Custom-house of Davao? a remote port
in Mindanao the southernmost of the Philippine Islands,
where I had just landed. " It is your first visit to the Islands r "
he asked. " My first visit" " Well," he continued, " I trust
that your short contact with our country has already convinced
you of the justice of our demand for independence/'' I had been
exactly three minutes ashore but so friendly were he and his
companions that I replied, " I am quite convinced of it and if the
matter rested with me I would sign your Charter of Independence
now and without hesitation/'
Davao may be described almost as a Japanese Colony- It is
the centre of the hemp trade and the culture, the preparation and
the export of this useful commodity is very largely in Japanese
hands. Like all other trades it was at the time of my visit
passing through a period of severe depression. The price of
Manila hemp, the name by which it is known, had fallen and a
crisis had ensued. It was the same with copra, the product of the
coco-nut, the harvesting of which had become even unremunera-
tive, and American firms owning extensive coco-nut plantations
had closed down their preparing and drying works and ceased to
export. The Japanese have shown at Davao that diligence and
energy which are so typical of their race. They own large extents
of property, have cleared the jungle and built factories for the
preparation of the hemp* The plant itself much resembles the
banana* When fully grown it is cut and, passing through a
machine, is threaded and the fibre extracted. Eventually it is
pressed and packed and shipped abroad in great quantities. The
hemp grown in the Philippines possesses qualities the plant does
not give elsewhere and no attempts to produce it in other similar
climates and situations have met with complete success* There
are but few Americans at Davao and fewer Englishmen, and their
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